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LANDMARRK EXECUTIVE ORDER ON _FISHERIES RESQURCES
SIGNED BY PRESIDENT CLINTON

President Clinton gave a boost to the Nation’s anglers by signing
a precedent-setting Executive Order to strengthen fisheries
conservation and provide for more and better recreational fishing
opportunities.

The Order requires Federal agencies to strengthen efforts to
improve the quality of streams, rivers, and lakes supporting
recreaticnal fisheries, establishes a National Recreational
Fisheries Coordination Council, charges the Council with
developing a comprehensive conservation plan, calls for a new
policy to promote compatibility between the protection of
endangered species and recreational fisheries, and expands the
role of the federally chartered Sport Fishing and Boating
Partnership Council.

"This is a huge step forward for recreational fishing in this
country," said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Mollie
Beattie in an address during a Recreational Fishing Summit held
June 8 in Washington, DC, and sponsored by the American
Sportfishing Association. "The Executive Order opens up a
treasure trove of possible partnerships that will benefit
tomorrow’s angling public."

The Order, signed June 8, directs Federal agencies to identify
degraded habitats and promote their restoration to increase
fishing opportunities, acknowledging the key to accomplishing
this task is through strong partnerships among Federal, state,
and tribal governments and the private sector, including
landowners.

"Most importantly, the Executive Order will help get all Federal
agencies on the same page when it comes to protecting and
conserving valuable aquatic resources," said Director Beattie.
"Partnerships represent our best chance at achieving meaningful
enhancement of fisheries and increasing fishing opportunities in
this country."

The new Council, which will consist of representatives from the
Environmental Protection Agency and the Departments of Interior,
Commerce, Agriculture, Defense, Transportation, and Energy, will
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draft a Recreational Fisheries Conservation Plan setting forth a
S-year agenda for each of the cooperating Federal departments and
agencies. The Council will ensure Federal agencies will consider
the social and economic values of healthy aguatic resources that
support recreational fisheries, recommend ways to reduce
overlapping Federal programs, and increase information sharing.

The Order charges the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National
Marine Fisheries Service, the two agencies responsible for
administering the Endangered Species Act, to develop a joint
policy to ensure consistency in the Act’s administration,
increase collaboration with other agencies and organizations, and
increase outreach efforts on the requirements of the Act.

The idea for the Executive Order came first from the Sport
Fishing and Boating Partnership Council, established in 1993 to
advise the Interior Department on recreational fishing and
boating issues and comprised of 18 representatives from the
private sector and state government agencies. The Order calls
upon the Council to monitor, review, and report Federal
activities affecting aquatic resources to the National
Recreational Fisheries Coordination Council.

Director Beattie also said the timing of the Order is crucial,
citing legislation that recently passed the House of
Representatives to revise the Clean Water Act. "The effect of
this pending legislation on the Nation’s aquatic ecosystems would
be devastating, removing the protections that have restored
polluted waterways and depleted fisheries around the country. We
can’'t have a healthy fishery in a dying river, stream, or lake."
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Warm greetings tc everycne gathered in cur naticn’s capital
for the Recreaticnal Fisherles Summit, spconscrsd by the American
Spgortfiching Asgcciaticn.

America's lakes and wetlands, its rivers and wilcélifc ars
ameng cur mest treasurad natural reagcurces. Fresarving this
heritage fzor cur children requires tremendous cazre, and cur
nation’s 60,000,000 anglars have been an imperzant force behnind
such ccnservaticn efforts feor years. Teday, ycu are ameng
america’s mest ardent and effective protectcrs of these precicus
Tescurces -- helping to keep our cavironment safe and clean fer
all of us tec enjevy. '

The American Spertfishing Association has empraced these
objectives, tringing together diverse intarasts te saZequard
fish, wildlife, and water rescurces. Ycu can take great pride
in knowing that your efforts ara helping to censerve and enhance
aquatic habitats while ensuzring more and better recresational
fishing cpporsunities for ¢ur naticn’as fishing enthuslasts.

ln conjunction with these effcrts, I have signed an
Zxacutive QOrdar cn Recreaticnal Filsheries that will crsate a
naticnal policy for aquatic rescurczes. This cocparative vencurxe
further demonstrates our Administraticn’s commitment to improving
the quantity, function, sustainable productivizy, and distributicn
cf our nation’s aquatic accsystema. I am pleagsed that this order
will serve bcth the envirovnmenl and our nation’'s dedicated anglers.

Rast wishesa "=a all for a productive, enjcyakble summit.
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RECREATIONAL rISHERIES

2y The authority vested in me as Prassident by the
Constizuticn and the laws ¢ the Unized Stazas ¢I America,
and in furtherznce of the purposes ci the Fish and Wildlife
Acz of 18%3¢ (16 U.S.C. 742z-2, and e-j), the Fish and WildliZs
Cooriinzticn Act (15 U.S.C. E€l1-866c), the Nationel Envircn-
mentzl Policy Act cof 156S% (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seg.), ané the
Macnuscn Tishery Conservation and Managsment Act (15 U.S.C
1821-1382), and other pertinent statutss, and in crier o
conssrvs, rastcre, and enhance aguatic sysisms o provids
for incrsased recresational fishing cppertuniziss nationwide,
it is crderzd as fcliows:

Secticn 1. ederal Acencv Duties. Federzl agencies
shall, to the ex:en- permicted by law and where practicable,
znd in cooperation wizh S“a;es and Tribes, improve The Quantily
function, sustainable productivicy, and discributizsn of
T.8. acuztic resources for increased recreszcticnal Iisaing
cepertunizias y:  (a) developing and enccuraging pa&rinershics
betwesn govarnments and the private sector to advance aguatic
rasource conservation and enhance recreational fishing
opportunitiss;

(p) identifying recreaticnal ZIishinc cppertunitiss that ars
limiced by water quality and habitat degracdaticn and promotiag
restor-Tion to support viable, heal:zhy, and, whers feasible,
sa2lf-g.3t2aining recreationzl fisheries;
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cviding access to and promoting awa
s for public participation and enjcymer
flshery resources;

{e) supporting outreach programs designed
angler participaticn in the conservation and r2
agquatic syscems;
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(f) implementing laws under their purview in a manner
that will conserve, restore, and enhance agquatic systems that
support recreational fisheries;

(g) establishing cost-share programs, under existing
authorities, that match or exceed Federal funcés with nonfederal
contributions;

(h) evaluating the effects of Federally funced,
permitted, or authorized actions on aquatic systems and
recresational fisheries and document those effects relative
to the purpose cf this order; and

(i) assisting private landowners to conserve and enhance

aguatic resources on their lands.

Sec 2. National Recrestional Fisheries Cocrdinaticn
Council & Naticnal Recrzational Fisheries Cocrdination
Council ("Cocrdination Cocuncil") 1is hersby estazlished. The
Coordination Council shall consist of seven members, one memcer
designated Dy each of the follicwing Secretaries -- Intericr,
Commerce, Agriculture, EZnergy, Transportatlon, anc Deferse --
and one by the Administrator cf the Environmenzal Protaction
Agency The Coordination Council shall: (a) ensurs that the
social and econcmic values of healthy aguatic sys:tams tha:
support recreational fisheriss are considered zyv Faderal
agencies in the course ¢f their actions;

() r=cuce duplicative and cost-inefficient rrograms amecnc
Federal acgencies involved in conserving or manacing recrsational
fisheries;

(c} shars the latest rasource informazicn znd manacsmen:
technologies to assist in the conservation and management of
recreational fisheriss;

(&) @&assess the implementation of the Conssxrvation Plan
recuired under saction 3 of this order; and

(e) develop a biennizl report of accomplisihments of
the Conservation Pian.

The re prasentatlves desicnated by the Secrecaries of
Commerce and the Interior shall cochair the Coordimation
Council. '

Sec. 3. Recreational Fisherv Resources Conservati- - Plan.
_= = _——

s

(2) Within 12 months of the date of this order, the

Council, in cocperation with Federal agencies, States, and
ribes, ana after consulting with the Federally chartered Spor:c

r1sh1ng and Boating Partnership Council, shall develop a

comprehensive Rec reational Fishery Resources Conservation Plan

("Conservation Plan").
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(b) 'The Conservation Plan will set forth a 5- -year agenda
for Federal agencies idercified by the Coordination Counci
In so doing, the Conservation Dlan will establish, to the
extent permitted by law and wher prab-lcab1e, (1) measurzble
objectlvos to conserve and res;o aquatic systems that supper:c
viable and healthy recreational -1sne*y resources, (2) actions
tc be taken by the identified Federal zcencies, (3) a2 mezhod

cf ensuring the accountability of such Faderal acencies, and

(4) a comprehensive mechanism to evaluate achievements. The
Conservation Plan will, to the extent pract 1c=ble, be intecratsd
with existing plans and programs, reduce duplication, and will
include recommended actions for cooperztion with States, Tribes,
conservation cgroups, and the recreaticnal fisheriss community.
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ec. &. Judicial Review. This ordsr is intended only
to improve the internal manacement of the exscutive braqcp
ad it

and it is not intended to create any right, benefit or txru
ra2sponsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law
cr equity by a party against the United States, its agencies,
its officers, or any other person.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

T=ZE WHITE HOUSE,
June 7, 1995.



